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There are many elements of
NativeAmericanheritagethatcanbeseen
inOALodgesalloverthecountry.The
mostobvious is through the Ordeal,
BrotherhoodandVigilceremonies,where
thecharactersthatareportrayedleavea
lasting impression on the mind of
candidatesandArrowmenforyearsto
come.JustasrichwithNativeAmerican
heritage,andpossiblymoreso,arethe
Native American dances thatcan be
learnedandthatArrowmencanparticipate
in.Forthosewhohavebeentopast
Conclavesand toN.O.A.C.,you have
seenotherLodgesandtheirdanceteams.
OhloneiscurrentlyintheprocessofbuildingupitsdanceteamandwantstoinviteYOUtoparticipate!

"WhatcanIdoaspartofadanceteam?”,youmightask.Well,forstarters,youcanlearnhowto
dance.It'snotashardasyoumaythink,anditisalotoffun.Thereareafewbasicstepsthatalldancers
mustknow,andtheneachstylebreaksofffromthere.Somedancesareslowandstately,likeSouthern
Straightdancing,andthenthereistheathleticandveryactiveapproachthatisFancyDance.Eachstyle
hasitsownapproach,itsownlookwhenitcomestoregalia,anditsownstyleofsongsthatare
performed.

Themusicperformedusesadrumthatmanypeoplebeatintimealongwiththesong.Ifdancing
isnotyourthing,comejointheteamsoyoucanplaythedrum.It'sagreatwaytogetintunewithawhole
groupandtheenergythatisgeneratedistremendous.Ifyoudon'tliketoplaydrums,butyouliketosing,
wehaveaspotforyou,too.Thesongsweperformareeasytolearn,andgreatfuntosingaloud.

Wherewouldadanceteamusetheskillsthatitdevelops?Oneofthecommonplacesisatboth
O.A.PowWowsandConclaves,buttherearemanymoreopportunitiestoparticipatebeyondthat.Come
joinusatScout-O-Ramaaswegivedemonstrationsonregalia,danceandsongtoalloftheScoutsand
theirfamilies.HelpustomakedanceanongoingpartoftheOrdealcelebration,ortouseaspartofthe
ceremoniesforCubScoutArrowofLightandbridgingceremonies.

Ourgoalistohavethreeteams,oneforeachvillage,andregaliathatwouldmatch.Pleasespeak
withyourVillageChieforVillageAdvisorifyouareinterestedinparticipating(whetheryouareyouthor
adult).Ifyouareinterestedinlearningmoreaboutsteps,regalia,drums,songsoranythingelsehavingto
dowithNativeAmericanDanceandtheOhloneLodgedanceteam,pleasefeelfreetosendanemailto
MichaelLarsenatmkl_1967@hotmail.com

DanceTeammemberBenGellingeratthe2006Conclave



Upcoming Events

Conclave

Conclavethisyearisgoingtobeablast!Itistakingplacein
oneacollegecampus,withplentyofroomforeverythingfromdance
togames.ItwillbeattheCollegeofMarin,IndianValleyCampusin
theheartofMarinCounty.Registrationwillbeginabout6o’clockon
Friday.

Thisyearhasastarwarsthemedweekend,duetothe
locationbeingsoclosetotheLucasRanch.Thepatchisan
awesomecombinationofIndianLoreandlightsabers,allsetonan
arrowheadpatchsimilartothosegivenoutatPhilmont.

Comeandenjoyallthewonderfuljoysofconclave,suchas
classeslikeprimitivefire-building,whereyoumakeheatlikethe
cavemendid,ortomahawkthrowing,whereyoulearntheskillsofan
IndianBrave.Afterthemorningclasses,it’sgametime.Thisyearwe
willhaveafullschedule,withgamesscheduledsuchasIndian
handball,dodgeball,volleyball,andtug-o-war.Comeplayandhelp
Ohlonewinthisyear’sConclaveAward.

Butourlodgegetsaspecialtreatthisyearbecauseif
enoughyouthandadultssignup,wewillsetupourtipisforour
lodge—andonlyourlodge—tosleepin.wewillbetheenvyofthe
section.

Butyoucan’twaitanylonger.Onlineregistrationisonly
openforalittlewhilelonger,sovisitwww.w3a.orgtoregister.Ifyou
actquickly,yousave10dollars.Plus,IfyouhadyourOrdeallastfall,
yougetanother10dollardiscount.Whatadeal!

Annual Business Meeting

TheAnnualBusinessMeetingisonlyamonthaway.Ifyou
wouldliketorunforalodgeposition,pleaserememberthatyoumust
attendthismeetinginordertobeeligible.Evenifyoudonotwantto
run,cometothemeetinganywayandletyourvoicebeheard;vote
fortheleadershipyouwanttoseenextyear.Themeetingwillstartat
7:30attheFosterCityScoutOffice.

Scout-O-Rama

ComejoinusonSaturday,May12atScout-O-Ramain
CentralPark.OAwillonceagainbeprovidingthefood,andwestill
needsomeslotsfilled.Ifyoudon’twanttoworkthesnackshack,just
comeonbyandenjoyourNativeAmericandanceshow,courtesyof
theOhlonedanceteam.Theywillbesportingsomeofournewly
maderegalia,andtheywillbedancingtoavarietyofNative
Americantunes.

WewillalsosetupOhlone’sveryown28-foottipi,alongwith
someofourother,smallerones.Ittakesalotofworktoputupand
takedown,sowecouldreallyuseeveryOAmember’shelp.

Ifyouhavetohelpsupportyourtroop’sbooth,youcanhelp
outtheOAinamoresimpleway:justmakesureyouwearyoursash
andpocketflap.ItwillhelpcreateexcitementabouttheOA.

Dates to Remember

April

5 Villagemeetings(7:30)
Roundtable meeting sites*

12LECMeeting(7:30)
Foster City Scout Office

20-22SpringOrdeal
Cutter Scout Reservation

27-29W3AConclave!
College of Marin

May

3 Villagemeetings(7:30)
Roundtable meeting sites*

10LECMeeting(7:30)
Foster City Scout Office

10 AnnualBusinessMeeting
Foster City Scout Office

12 Scout-O-Rama
Central Park, San Mateo

June

6 Villagemeetings(7:30)
Roundtable meeting sites*

9 LodgeBanquet/LLD
Location TBD

13LECMeeting(7:30)
Foster City Scout Office

*Sipliskin village meets at the
LDS Church at 977 Sneath
Lane in San Bruno

*Muwekma village meets at the
LDS Church at 3601 Alameda
de las Pulgas in San Mateo

*Puyson village meets at LDS
Church on 190 Jordan Avenue
in Los Altos

http://www.w3a.org


Get High on Adventure
ContinuedfromwinterOtter Side
ByIanDavis

LastIssue,Imentionedhow amazingmyexperienceat
Philmontwas,andhowyoutoocouldexperienceit.Now,letmetell
youofadifferent,yetequallyawe-inspiring,trip:NorthernTier.
NorthernTierisanotheroneofBoyScout’shighadventurebases;
however,thisonespecializesincanoetreks.Mywildernessvoyage
beganinEly,Minnesota,andcontinuedupintoCanada,exploring
thevariousunknownbeautiesoftheBoundaryWaters.

Themaindifferencebetweenthisandpracticallyeveryother
scoutoutingIhavebeenonisthatatNorthernTieryouaretrulyone
withnature:yougotothebathroom bydiggingahole,youclean
yourselfbybathinginthelake,andyouronlysourceofentertainment
isthecompanyofthosearoundyou.Now,atfirstIthought,asyou
probablydo,thatitsoundedabitgrossorunusual,butnowIcan’t
waittogoback.Thelackofcivilizationiswhatmakesthistripso
special;wewentdayswithoutseeinganothergroup.Youbecomein
tunewithnatureonaprimallevel,experiencingthelandinthesame
waythattheNativeAmericansdid.

NowIknowyoumightthinkitaclichéwhenIsaythisan
experienceyoucannotaffordtomiss—especiallyconsideringIsaid
thesameaboutPhilmont—butitistrue.Theyarebothuniqueand
unforgettableexperiences,somethingyouwillrememberfortherest
ofyourlife.MyunclehadthechancetogotoPhilmontasayouth,
andhestillsingsitspraisestomeeveryyearatthanksgiving.MY
Grandfather,despitehisconstantmemorylossaboutwhathehad
forlunch,orwhatdayitis,stillremembershistriptoPhilmont.

Ifyou are interested in signing up forthis amazing
opportunity,itisnottoolate.Therearestillafewspotsopen.Or,you
canattempttogetintonextyear’sOceanAdventurecourse,where
yougotoFloridafortwoweeksandgoscubadivingwhilehelpingto
restorethenativeunderwatercoralsandplants.Sendanemailto
Ohlone.secretary@gmail.comformoredetails.

Reach Out and Help
AScoutreachmentoringrequest

Scoutreachisawonderfulprogram,which,upuntilawhile
ago,didnotexistinourcouncil.Itisaprogramthatbringsthejoysof
scoutingtounderprivilegedchildrenwhocantaffordtogocamping.
Buttheycanonlydoitwiththehelpofvolunteerslikeyou.DeMarcus
Freemon,theleaderofScoutreach,hasaskedthattheOAhelp
supplysomearrowmentohelpactasmentorsintheprogram.They
wouldteachvaluablescoutskills,aswellasencourageandinspire
thoseparticipatingintheprogram.Plus,dependingonyourschools
requirements,youcansatisfyyourcommunityservicehours.Ifyou
areinterestedinservingthosescoutsleesfortunatethanyou,please
sendanemailtoOhlone.Secretary@gmail.com.
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Winter Fellowship was Awesome!

Recentlywehadourwinterfellowship,
andeveryonehadgreattime.Therewasgreat
food,asiscommonatOAevents,aswellasfun
games,andprizes.

Therewasavarietyofcarnivalgames
runningallday,includingdarts,paperairplane
building,andmini-golf.Eachtimeyouwona
game,youreceived‘OhloneBucks,’whichwere
usedattheendingawardsceremonytodetermine
thewinners.FirstPlacereceivedaniTunesgift
card.Otherprizesincludedalarge,2-footwrench,
amessengerbag,andseveralbundlesoffake
bananas.

Therewerealsosomeoutdoorgameswe
played,includingIndianHandballandavariation
ofbaseball.Inbothgames,theSipliskinteam
cameoutslightlyahead.This,whencombined
withtheiroutstandingcheering,iswhySipliskin
wasawardedthisyearsMostSpiritedVillage
award.

Wealsohadanumberofscoutsattend
thebrotherhoodceremonythere.Congratulations
tothefollowingnewbrotherhoodmembers:

ColmQuinn
DanQuinn
JohnSchiffgens
MichaelSchiffgens
SamSmith

Words from the Chief

Ifyoucanrememberthelastissue,I
discussedtheimportanceofBrotherhood,andthe
importanceofsupportingeachother.Thenext
pointoftheOrderoftheArrowisService.

Therearemanywaysyoucanuseyour
vowofcheerfulservice.Thefirstisthroughthe
ScoutreachProgram.Thesescouts,mostlycub-
scoutage,needyourhelp;theyneedmentors
whocanguidethem andteachthem howtobe
scouts.

Oryoucouldservemoregenerally,and
helpoutatthemanylodgeeventswehave
throughtheyear.Youcouldbeanelangomatat
theordeal;youcouldcookburgersatscout-o-
rama.Itdoesn’tmatterwhatyoudo,aslongas
youhelpout.

Themostimportantwaytoserveyour
lodgeisbyrunningforalodgeleadershipposition
attheAnnualBusinessMeetingnextmonth.We
needactiveyouthtohelpleadusnextyear,andI
stronglyencourageyoutobeone.

Youcouldbethesecretaryandhelpwrite
anewsletterjustlikethisone;youcouldbethe
VicechiefofInductions,andhelpruntheOrdeals.
Itisreallyuptoyou.

YoursinBrotherhood,
NickWilmes
LodgeChief

Indian Handball: an Ohlone Tradition

Atourrecentwinterfellowship,everyonehadagreattime,especiallywhenitcametoIndian
Handball—acrossbetweenUltimateFrisbee,Football,andSoccer.Now,someofyoumaynotremember
therulesofOA’suniquesport;soletmerefreshyourmemory.Therearetwoteams.TheObjectofthe
gameistogettheballthroughyouropponent’sgoal,muchlikesoccer.Theonlydifferenceisthatonce
theballgoesaboveyourwaist,youareallowedtopickitupwithyourhands,butonlyforatotalofthree
steps.Thenyoumustpassittoateammate.

Thoughitmaysoundcomplicated,itisactuallyveryfun,andveryeasy.Ohlone’sIndianHandball
teamusedtodominateattheconclaves.Butslowlyishasdiminishedintoagamewebarelyplay.Help
uschangethat.TheOhloneIndianHandballteam isbackontherise,andwewillbeplayingatthe
upcomingspringordeal,ifyouwouldliketocomeandpracticewithus.Ourmainevent,however,isthe
upcomingsectionw3aconclave,whereourteamwillgoheadtoheadagainstotherlodgesfromallover
theBayArea.IfIndianHandballisnotyoursport,thereisarealsospotsopenonthedodgeballand
volleyballteams.CometotheSpringOrdealtosignupforanyoneoftheseteams.

If you received your Otter Side by mail, we need you email. Please send an email to
Ohlone.secretary@gmail.com with your full name and your current email address.


